The Postmodern wave of democratization and the emphasis on democratic values and right to expression make it imperative that the political discourse be studied with more and full attention. In this regard, one genre that is almost totally ignored in Pakistani context and little attention has been paid to it even at the global level, is autobiography. Autobiography is a special kind of composition in which the author gives a picture of the evolution of the self and its relation with the external world throughout this evolutionary process. The famous political autobiography Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela is, therefore, selected as the basic unit of analysis. Through content analysis different topics are separated from the original text. These topics are then grouped under different categories of van Dijk's theory of Political Discourse Analysis (PDA). The exploration and analysis of linguistic devices are also carried out. Besides Van Dijk's PDA, Huckin's approach to text and Corpus Linguistics' quantitative methodology aided the systematic in-depth analysis. Methods of both qualitative and quantitative research have been utilized for this study as the researchers believe that quantification of data along with qualitative description produce reliable results. Findings revealed various linguistic devices are used in abundance. Amongst the most prominent ones are the unique and effective use of the year-statistics, language of the minority regime, Afrikaans, Trilingual combination, dramatic language and listing or cluster of three to stress certain themes like racial discrimination, inequality, poverty, parties, law, justice, separation and history.
Introduction

Language, Discourse and Discourse Analysis
Language, one of the distinguishing features of Homo sapiens has been the subject of study not only during the modern and postmodern eras but it goes back into the pages of ancient history to Panini and Greek scholars. Man, variously called as a social animal, a tool making animal, is also called a talking animal. Through this unique tool, man conveys his message to others. With the passage of time man devised different methods to convey his message in a clear way, manipulating at the same time the language for his own special purpose. He also emphasized or deemphasized certain topics or themes, that is, recurrently occurring topics. This moved the study of language towards discourse.
The term discourse is applied to both written and spoken language. Discourse is an institutionalized and specialized way of speaking and writing that specifies what people say and write, how they say it and what not to say (Johnson, 2005) . It also determines what they do not express openly or do not say. Discourses utilize a unified choice of words with symbols and specific metaphors that help us to construct and communicate a coherent interpretation of reality. According to Fairclough (1995) , discourses include representations of how things are and have been, as well as imaginary representations of how things might or could or should be. The knowledge of the knowledge-economy and knowledge-society are imaginaries in this sense, projections of possible states of affairs and possible world.
For macro analysis of discourses, discourse analysis (DA) is used. Discourse analysis is defined by Crystal (1994) as the study of continuous stretches of language longer than a single sentence. It is also called discourse linguistics and specially investigates the organization of such general notions as conversations, arguments, narratives, jokes, order to investigate the problem, the researchers started analysis of various political autobiographies. In this process, critical discourse analysis which is of paramount importance was carried out on a small sample. The analysis provided sufficient background to the researchers to start a systematic research inquiry in the said field. The content of these autobiographies was found to be rich in different political themes and the use of various linguistic devices to communicate these themes.
Need for Research in Neo-Political Discourses
After the world war second, there had been great changes in the political and geographical maps of the world. Europe, affected economically and politically by the blows of the Great War, could no longer control its colonies in Africa and Asia and in other parts of the world. The formation of the consultative body at the global level, United Nations Organization (UNO), also speeded up the process of decolonization. The signing of human rights charters also led towards new politics in the world. The struggle movements in Africa and Asia got momentum. Many countries achieved their independence in the 1940's and others accelerated their struggles. In fifties and especially in sixties, the freedom movements and the human rights demands like black people's struggle for independence in Africa, especially in South Africa where African National Congress and other organizations accelerated their efforts. In the same manner, in the United States of America, people like Martin Luther King appeared as the flag bearers of such movements.
The discourse of these freedom and human rights movements also went through drastic changes. This change was felt by the researchers during the preliminary study of this "new" discourse, especially the "neo-political discourses" of these struggling leaders. For this purpose, the researchers wanted to study in detail these discourses and select a personality relevant in history and continuity of these struggles. Nelson Mandela, who spent more than twenty-seven years in prison and ultimately succeeded to become the first black president of the republic of South Africa, was therefore selected. Mandela and Long Walk to Freedom Nelson Mandela, born 18th July, 1918 , is one of the political figures and freedom fighters in the contemporary world. On his birth, he was given the name Rolihlahla which in his native Xhosa language literally means "pulling the branch of a tree" or simply "troublemaker". The English name "Nelson" was given to him by his teacher in school. In his early childhood, he was raised in the traditional way of his forefathers undisturbed by the happenings in the country beyond his small world of Xhosa land. But soon this period of peace and joy ended when he came across the system of Apartheid. He joined the African National Congress (ANC) which began his active role in the politics of his country, the central role in the struggle against racial discrimination and the system of Apartheid. Mandela also played active role in the formation of the Youth wing of ANC and its military wing Umkhonto we Sizwe. He received global recognition and fame when he raised his voice against racial oppression and Apartheid in the white dominated South Africa. In recognition of his long struggle for freedom and human rights, he was awarded Nobel Prize for peace after his release from prison in 1990. He remained in prison for twenty-seven years on Robben Island after the Rivonia Trial in 1964. In 1994, Nelson Mandela became the first black president of South Africa after the democratic elections which began a new era in the history of the country. 2) To identify frequently referred to political themes in the selected political autobiography 3) To explore linguistic devices that are most frequently used in order to convey these themes
Significance of Research
In the postmodern world of disturbing political issues, political economy and information highways, that is, the quick dispersal of information, especially political ideologies in political discourses provide strong justification for the present study in order to analyze political discourse and understand its essence. This study is especially significant because it points out recurrent trends and themes by putting them in the historical context along with various linguistic devices used to communicate these themes in the political discourse in the postmodern era. This will in turn help politicians and other stakeholders in politics and the common people understand political discourse at national and international levels. The study will in this way also help grasp future trends and themes in politics through better comprehension of language in politics.
Delimitation of the Study
This study is delimited to political discourse in political autobiography of political actor representing "change", "non-traditional politics" with emancipatory agenda. Rationale behind selecting this political personality is that it represents in one way or the other, the concept of "change" in politics and has "futuristic" point of view for the new political world. The study is also delimited to the exploration of themes and linguistic devices through the use of CDA methodology and AntConc.
Procedure of the Study
Systematic and Repeated Readings
A systematic plan was developed for thorough and repeated readings of the selected text. To have a complete feel, the autobiography was read five times. First reading was quick like an ordinary reader in order to know the overall structure and have an initial introduction in the overall framing of the text. Second reading was not just skimming but a deep reading with a critical eye. The third and fourth readings were with the same critical mind but with greater intensity. In the fifth reading, topics and relevant portions of the text were underlined/marked.
Systematic Presentation of Raw Data
For systematic presentation of raw data, the relevant parts of the original text and the topics marked in the previous step were presented in the tabulated form (due to limited space, these tables have not been presented here) with:
a. Left column captioned Page No. provides specific page number of the relevant part.
b. Middle column titled as Words/phrases/sentences/paragraph contains words, phrases, sentences or paragraphs from the original text and indicates where the topic in the original text appears.
c. Right column captioned as Topics presents the topics separated from the original text.
Clustering of Topics into Themes & Consolidation of Frequencies
The topics separated from the three-column table are then presented for clarity in the paragraph form and clustered into themes in the frame of van Dijk's Political Discourse Analysis. Here the data are presented in the three-column table (see Table 3 
Use of Corpus Linguistics Techniques
The modern techniques of Corpus Linguistics for data mining and exploring themes are utilized in dealing with large bodies of text or discourses in an efficient manner for less time consumption. Tenorio (n.d.) says this about the use of techniques of Corpus Linguistics:
Finally, it has been argued that the use of corpus linguistics techniques in CDA may help to avoid or reduce researcher bias. Quantitative computer-aided corpus approaches can address large data sets, and the focus of analysis can take into account collocations, keyness, semantic preference and semantic prosody. What appears to be obvious and is taken-for-granted are checked against the data at the same time that unexpected findings arise in the procedures of description and analysis.
Patterns of preferred and dispreferred lexis and structures (Baker, 2006) facilitate detecting of the ideologies of hegemonic discourses associated with particular text. The limitations of corpus approaches to CDA are that they work with very little context, may hinder close reading and can help us learn only about the verbal domain. Corpus-informed CDA can give the impression that it is a mechanistic or positivist approach. O'Halloran and Coffin's (2004) discussion of over-and under-interpretation counters the views, however.
Use of Concordancer AntConc
For the analysis of linguistic devices and statistical data, software AntConc is used. This software was developed in 2011 by Laurence Anthony, director at Center for English Language Education in Science and Engineering, School of Science and Engineering, Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan. AntConc is specially used in Corpus Linguistics and is a multiplatform tool used for research and data-driven learning. Actually, AntConc is a concordancer, that is, a computer program that automatically constructs a concordance, i.e., a specific list of those words from the text or a set of text under study which may serve as a rich source of data for research. The software shows the words in the context and the format in which these words are presented is called KWIC format (Key Word in Context).
Data Presentation and Analysis
Step 1: Key Facts About the Text of Long Walk to Freedom
There are total 11 parts and 115 sub-parts in the book. Before going into the details of the themes and linguistic devices used by Nelson Mandela, the key facts about the text of Long Walk to Freedom were collected through the use of Concordancer AntConc. In Corpus Linguistics, a word token is defined as individual occurrence of a word or linguistic unit in a piece of writing or speech and a word type is not the actual occurrence but an abstract class of linguistic unit in a piece of writing or speech. In addition to the numerical facts presented above, total topics and related words separated by the researchers are 38313. These statistics give us access to the total items or words of the unit of analysis and help in the analysis of the text.
Step 2: Long Walk to Freedom: Representative Topics and Themes
Due to space constraint, the detailed discussion on representative topics and themes only for first four parts is presented here. However, Step 3 will provide clustering of overall topics and themes and their total frequency.
Part One: A Country Child
a. Sub-parts: 1-8, Pages: 3-70
Suitably titled, "A Country Child", the very first part sets a foundation for the whole structure of the story to come. The author, right from his birth, explains the circumstances in which he was born to a respectable family and raised by an influential figure that had strong relations with his family. The author tries to use words that predict a drama and a stir in the then socio-political and economic set up. Writing about his strong physical body and his African name "Rolihlahla" meaning 'troublemaker', he actually gives us a prologue to a long eventful journey through which he was destined to go. The first part revolves around the origin, family and the factors that were going to mold his personality and pave the way for his great and unique role in the history of his country. Graphically, the start of the dramatic journey of the author is presented as follows:
1918-birth of Rolihlahla, the troublemaker → Death of his father → Role of his mother → Going to a new abode, real mold of his personality → Education → Marriage matters → Catalyst for escape b. Topics related to Categories of Childhood, Family and Race From the very outset a controlled and conscious use of language and linguistic devices dressing of the intended theme is felt. Van Dijk's theory (1997) of political discourse analysis discusses political discourse in the shape of the personal texts or speeches of the politicians. Van Dijk (1997) believes that political discourse has a very important function of producing, abusing, resisting, and maintaining power. Here, in this unit of analysis and especially, in this very first part, the author paves the way for the reader to be ready for resistance discourse in the long textual journey he is prepared to go through. The special mention of the family, family relations, physical strength, and white man gives us a feel of conflict, inclusivity and exclusivity which will result in discourse of resistance. Throughout the long discussion in the book, Nelson Mandela could not detach himself from this discourse of resistance. The combination of the selection of themes and the conscious selection of words and phrases create this resistance-effect. Examples of the words and phrases that create resistance-effect are ancestry, race, family, foreign rule, hostile relations, the White government, family relations, early liberty/freedom, free happy days, sense of humiliation, cruelty and honour, identity, education, dealing with Whites, regent/elder against decision, brotherhood/friendship, social and political advancement. Around these words and phrases almost the whole story revolves throughout the text.
Look at the examples from the text:
APART FROM LIFE, a strong constitution, and an abiding connection to the Thembu royal house, the only thing my father bestowed upon me at birth was a name, Rolihlahla. In Xhosa, Rolihlahla literally means "pulling the branch of a tree," but its colloquial meaning more accurately would be "troublemaker". I do not believe that names are destiny or that my father somehow divined my future, but in later years, friends and relatives would ascribe to my birth name the many storms I have both caused and weathered. My more familiar English or Christian name was not given to me until my first day of school. But I am getting ahead of myself (p. 1).
Another example is as follows:
My father's response bespoke his belief that the magistrate had no legitimate power over him. When it came to tribal matters, he was guided not by the laws of the king of England, but by Thembu custom. This defiance was not a fit of pique, but a matter of principle. He was asserting his traditional prerogative as a chief and was challenging the authority of the magistrate. When the magistrate received my father's response, he promptly charged him with insubordination. There was no inquiry or investigation; that was reserved for white civil servants. The magistrate simply deposed my father, thus ending the Mandela family chieftainship. I was unaware of these events at the time, but I was not unaffected. My father, who was a wealthy nobleman by the standards of his time, lost both his fortune and his title. He was deprived of most of his herd and land, and the revenue that came with them (ibid.).
Examples like the ones given above give us clear clues that a great action drama is going to be played in the life of the central figure of this long and difficult journey.
Part Two: Johannesburg
a. Sub-parts: 9-10, Pages: 73-106
After his escape from the rural atmosphere, Mandela is introduced to a totally new world. He goes to Johannesburg which is the title of part two of this unit of analysis. Looking at the structure of the book typographically, a reader can feel the signposts of a long journey. The titles of the various parts take us step by step from one post to another. Born and raised in a poverty stricken locality, Mandela bumps into a world of wealth and fashion. He is completely astonished and absorbed into the colors of wealth and happiness of Johannesburg. Part two has rightly been captioned as "Johannesburg" as this city becomes the permanent abode of this truly homo politicus.
b. Topics related to Categories of Wealth, Poverty and Financial Matters
From here the real story of the long walk begins. Johannesburg has been the spring board of Nelson Mandela as far as the Black movement of freedom is concerned. The name and term Johannesburg itself is symbolic and tells us about the great struggle of the African National Congress (ANC) leadership and the common people who were tortured and punished severely just for asking for their rightful demands. The city of Johannesburg cannot be ignored when and wherever there is a mention of the great freedom movement in South Africa.
his mind to think about the wealth of his country and the share of his race in this huge wealth. Impressed with the opulence of the city and at the same time disturbed by the poverty of his people, Nelson Mandela decides to have some source of earning in this city. Here, in this city Mandela also intends to meet one of the central leaders of ANC, Dr. A. B. Xuma. The city gifts to him the companionship of Walter Max Ulyat Sisulu. Sisulu who was a real-estate agent and an anti-apartheid activist at the time he met Nelson Mandela. Mr. Sisulu had been a very active member of African National Congress (ANC) and was elected as Secretary General as well as Deputy President of the party at various times. He remained in the prison on Robben Island for twenty-five long years. The city, like a mother extends helping hands to Mandela. He gets a house and a job to start life here. Johannesburg and the life in the city together begin to prepare the young Mandela for the great events to come in his future endeavors. He goes through very tough time with life in extreme poverty and great struggle for survival but at the same time all these troubles give him both physical and mental strength.
The representative words in this part have history, each of them being an individual history, has a long story to tell. So, words like wealth, gold, miserable inequality, job, separation and the like tell us a story like a living being. The terms used by the author tell us a story in the way he directs us and the words full of meaning interact with us while reading his autobiography. Look at the words in context:
Only the presence of cheap labor in the form of thousands of Africans working long hours for little pay with no rights made gold-mining profitable for the mining houses-white-owned companies that became wealthy beyond the dreams of Croesus on the backs of the African people. I had never seen such enterprise before, such great machines, such methodical organization, and such backbreaking work. It was my first sight of South African capitalism at work, and I knew I was in for a new kind of education (p. 50).
Another example among many other is as follows:
That first morning at the firm, a pleasant young white secretary, Miss Lieberman, took me aside and said, "Nelson, we have no color bar here at the law firm." She explained that at midmorning, the tea-man arrives in the front parlor with tea on a tray and a number of cups. "In honor of your arrival, we have purchased two new cups for you and Gaur," she said. "The secretaries take cups of tea to the principals, but you and Gaur will take your own tea, just as we do. I will call you when the tea comes, and then you can take your tea in the new cups." She added that I should convey this message to Gaur. I was grateful for her ministrations, but I knew that the "two new cups" she was so careful to mention were evidence of the color bar that she said did not exist. The secretaries might share tea with two Africans, but not the cups with which to drink it (p. 52).
The above discussion and examples fully support Van Dijk's theory of PDA as he presents in his paper and talks about the domain of politics. Among other topics he clearly discusses systems and relations:
We see that ultimately the definition of political discourse can hardly escape the definition of the very notion of 'politics' itself. This paper cannot do such a complex job, of course, also because there is not a single and unambiguous definition of what 'politics' is. Indeed, the whole discipline of political science is the answer to such a question. And depending on studies in political science, politics may thus not only include all official or unofficial political actors, events, encounters, settings, actions and discourses, but also, ignore abstractly, political processes (like 'perestrojka'), political systems (like democracy and communism), political ideologies (like liberalism), and political (group) relations (such as power, inequality, hegemony, and oppression). In all these cases, the polity not only involves political actors, events, relations, practices or properties, but also social, economic and cultural ones. (1995) Stepping into the mire and moving towards the first step of climax, Mandela tells us about the real struggle. As he moves forward, words and phrases change accordingly, i.e., Road to freedom, passive resistance, apartheid, oppression, oppressed and liberation are some of the words and phrases that appear prominently in part four.
Keywords and phrases in this part are as follows:
Road to freedom = oppression → apartheid → passive resistance
Passive resistance was a prelude to the active resistance which resulted in violence and active struggle against and defiance of the apartheid regime.
b. Topics related to Categories of Struggle
The real task begins now. The African National Congress holds election for a new president and new plans are thought about keeping in view the government response and reaction to the activities of the ANC. Mandela is now fully involved in the law practice. After working for other law firms for some time he and his friend Tambo establish their own law set up which proves to be a great success. The government has its own agenda. It continues to act upon its policies of apartheid and oppression. Displacement of people and re-location of towns are some of the features of these policies. The themes of oppression and defiance are prominent in this part of the book. All the documents and historical facts are made part of this in a language most suitable for the intended ideas of the writer of this autobiography.
The title "The Struggle is My Life" serves as a signpost for the readers telling them where to go now. The real fight is seen at this stage of the story. Although this is a real-life story of a freedom fighter, if the readers begin at any stage to disbelieve some statements or events, their disbelief is suspended through the use of carefully chosen words and phrases.
Step 3: Clustering of Topics/Themes & Consolidation of Frequencies
While systemizing all the above data, the researchers have consolidated all the topics and themes in the following table. Frequency of each topic/ theme is also written with them. The researchers are of the view that words along with social and historical contexts have strong relationship. Language grows and "socializes" in the society and develops or declines with the passage of time. Social relationship and interaction play their role in developing specific meanings of the words of a language. Linguistic devices used in a language in particular circumstances also follow the social relationship among people and the historical context. Guerin (1997) says:
The main issue with talking about devices for conversation or text is that the analyses seem to reside in the words rather than the social context or social relationships, as if we can analyse the words without the social relationships. While most sociolinguists would not agree with such a statement put this boldly, the view remains implicit and easily taken on board by others.
Guerin further (2007) says:
An important point to remember from this, mentioned earlier, is that the social analysis does not reside in words. The real events happening in such situations are in the social relationships and the histories of social relationships. If I remark, "put that down or you are going to be in a lot of trouble," it is not the words that make things happen here, but our relationship and history and the likely consequences to our relationship or the immediate situation between us if you were to not put it down. So even though words might be used, the power for anything to happen comes from the social relationships and their past and present consequences. This is what game theory is all about, and provides a good way to analyze the "verbal" strategies being highlighted here. But the analysis is more than that.
Now when we re-arrange the themes according to their highest frequency, we can clearly see the frequently appearing themes which show the whole drama of the author's eventful life in its specific context. As a political leader, his life and mission are very clear. The themes of political parties, race, family, political action and common people are the first five highest frequency themes. The re-arrangement is presented in the following graph:
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The basic purpose of that first draft of memoirs was to present to people and young freedom fighters, their entire struggle for freedom and the purpose of their struggle against the apartheid regime. He writes in the book:
One day, Kathy, Walter, and myself were talking in the courtyard when they suggested that I ought to write my memoirs. Kathy noted that the perfect time for such a book to be published would be on my sixtieth birthday. Walter said that such a story, if told truly and fairly, would serve to remind people of what we had fought and were still fighting for. He added that it could become a source of inspiration for young freedom fighters. The idea appealed to me, and during a subsequent discussion, I agreed to go ahead (p. 416).
The above extract from the main text tells us that intention was to write memoirs in the shape of a story in order to inspire young freedom fighters. Simply, we can put this in the following way: 
Linguistic Devices Used in the Texts of Long Walk to Freedom
Various linguistic devices are used in the text of the selected unit of analysis. The forthcoming discussion would highlight some prominent devices. The unique and effective use of the year-statistics in the autobiography makes the whole story and its flow easy to understand. In Long Walk to Freedom the author also makes effective use of the language of the minority regime, that is, Afrikaans, to manipulate the discourse towards the positive image of the author and his party and negative image of the protagonists. The use of the African language makes the message of the author potent and easy to understand. Some of the linguistic devices were also found to have been quite common with the ones used by Barack Hussein Obama in his autobiography The Audacity of Hope (same genre). The Trilingual combination, use of the dramatic language and listing or cluster of three to stress certain themes have been found. The themes of racial discrimination, inequality, poverty, parties, law, justice, separation and history are common and are stressed. The use of the term "Apartheid" instead of translated word 'apartness' or 'separation' in Long Walk to Freedom and the term "Nigger" instead of translated word 'black' in The Audacity of Hope give the feelings of foreign element and history in their respective context. African/Xhosa/Native Language 4.
Afrikaans Language 5. Backgrounding 6.
Cluster of Three 7.
Comparison/opposites 8.
Deletion 9.
Description of statistics 10.
Dialogue/Dramatic language 11.
Family/affection words 12.
Foregrounding 13.
Idioms 14.
Imperatives 15.
Instances of the word "thousand" in the text 16.
Linguistic The text uses first person pronoun more than any other pronoun. The style of Long Walk to Freedom is like a novel with protagonist as the narrator himself and the antagonist as the apartheid regime and the discriminatory laws or legal system. This style is itself a linguistic device for catching reader's attention from the very beginning. Style and narrative technique as a linguistic device are the direct effect of the historical circumstances and context. Basic purpose of the autobiography of Nelson Mandela, according to him, was to "inspire" the young people and for this purpose the style of a story-telling was adopted. First, we look at the super structures of the text selected for this study. The detail has been given below:
3.4.1 Superstructure or Textual 'Schemata'
The superstructure or Schema (plural schemata) is also important part of the Political Discourse Analysis. According to Van Dijk's theory of PDA, political discourse follows the traditional organization of argumentation, stories and news reports. Meanings become prominent for partisan reasons. Distribution of meanings in discourse shows information in a caption or headline, summary or in a conclusion.
In case of Long Walk to Freedom the very caption or title of the book tells us the whole story told in the book. As this autobiography was written to "inspire" the young generation, this long story not only follows the traditional schemata of the story but also amalgamate the colors or elements of the novel and drama in order to catch the attention of the reader and carry him or her along by using linguistic devices that not only create the effects of thrill and action but also arouse the emotions of sympathy in the hearts and minds of the readers towards author and his party or ideological group and hate towards his opponents or enemies. Diagrammatically it can be presented as under: ment -parts vision captioned with cardinal numbers. As mentioned before, numerical data plays a very important role in Long Walk to Freedom as far as the direction and the whole schemata of the text are concerned. Every part gives a summary in the shape of its heading and systematically carries the reader along by dividing each part into sub-parts. This superstructure and schema are very effective in manipulating the text.
Use of Year Statistics in Long Walk to Freedom
To convey his themes effectively and "inspire" the young freedom fighters as he mentions the purpose of this autobiography, Nelson Mandela makes liberal use of statistics including numbers of places, persons and number of occurrences of events. The researchers observe that the author has used years as an effective tool to facilitate walk through history along with Nelson Mandela. The figures of years have appeared 422 times in the text of Long Walk to Freedom. The statistical data have been given in tabulated form below: Table 6 . Years mentioned in the text of Long Walk to Freedom This data show that Nelson Mandela at times goes back in history to the seventeenth century and then continues his journey towards freedom using the years as milestones and direction-posts. The use of years in such a way has deictic qualities and the author takes the reader towards his desired direction.
The table indicates the decades mentioned by the author. This table also shows the number of years appeared in each decade in the text which also indicates the important events occurred in these years and that is why they are worth mentioning. Surprisingly, the author does not refer to the eighteenth century even a single time in the text.
When the data in the above table is converted into a graph shape, we visually see the "Long Walk" that indicates the role of statistical data in effectively presenting the freedom struggle and other themes in the text. Different bars of the graph show the journey of the mind and the practical involvement of the author in events of struggle for freedom. If we look closely at the graph, we can understand the course of struggle and the rise and fall and the climax of the whole drama of life and struggle of the author of the book. The graph indicates that the drama on the South African stage begins during the 1650s. During the early years, the action develops slowly and gradually and then in 1910s there is a rise in the action which leads to the establishment of the African National Congress or the ANC. The climax of the action reaches during the 1960s with the treason-trial of Nelson Mandela and his companions in which they receive life imprisonment. The falling action starts during the imprisonment of Mandela and other treason-trialists on the Robben Island, and after the release of Nelson Mandela the action heads towards its grand finale. So, the effective use of chronological data in the shape of the year figures gives the whole picture of the theme of freedom struggle.
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The study thus attempted to analyze themes and linguistic devices in political autobiography by South African black freedom-fighter, Nelson Mandela. Findings reveal that various linguistic devices are used in abundance. Amongst the most prominent ones are the unique and effective use of the year-statistics, language of the minority regime, Afrikaans, Trilingual combination, dramatic language and listing or cluster of three to stress certain specific themes like racial discrimination, inequality, poverty, parties, law, justice, separation and history.
Recommendations for Future Research
This research will prove a pioneering work in the genre of its unit of analysis and a trend setter as far as the research in political discourse analysis is concerned. The researchers would like to make the following recommendations for prospective researchers: 1) Since not much attention has been paid to this genre at the national as well as the global level, systematic research work and recognizing autobiography as a separate and distinct genre for linguistic studies are required.
2) This study was confined to one unit of analysis, so, it is recommended that more than one unit of analysis may be selected for further research and compared for different themes and other concepts.
3) This research work analyzed one autobiography by black leader from South Africa. Further research can be done on autobiographies of leaders from other regions of the world. The study further recommends that comparative studies of autobiographies, biographies, memoires and similar genres may be carried out and the differences and similarities be brought to the fore.
4) The study further recommends that autobiographies written by leaders in other fields of life, famous personalities as well as ordinary people may also be explored. This will expand the study of this genre and will give boost to the linguistic studies, especially to the discipline of discourse analysis.
5) The study focused on the themes in general and has tried to explore all possible themes in this unit of analysis. The prospective researchers may study in detail one or two themes in detail from different angles in different context.
6)
As literature review of this study reveals that some research work has been done on the limited aspects of autobiography in the world, the researchers are of the view that the autobiography is much more than a mere 'narrative of transformation' or a 'persuasive' composition. It needs deeper study and serious attention of the research scholars.
7) The unit of analysis of this study covers the period from the early twentieth century to the early twenty-first ijel.ccsenet.org
International Journal of English Linguistics Vol. 10, No. 2; 2020 216 century. Studies may be carried out to find out themes in the twenty-first century autobiographies and compared with the themes of the twentieth century.
8) Most of the data collection of this study was done manually which is very time-consuming. For limited purposes, the concordance software AntConc and LIWC were used. These were quite useful. The researchers, therefore, recommend the use of these and other softwares to facilitate future researchers. 9) Clustering of the topics into themes is also time-consuming. For this purpose, softwares like NVivo and ATLAS.ti can be used to integrate technology in the autobiographical analysis.
10) Theories of Historical Linguistics can be used to explore history, linguistic changes and the linguistic representation of history through autobiography. 11) Political autobiography is a good blend of language, history and political philosophy. So, this can be an object of research both in Linguistics and Political Science and proper attention be paid to these aspects by the scholars in the above-mentioned fields.
